More about Ann Johnson, as written in the portrait dedication ceremony program:

For over 40 years Ann Johnson has been a vigilant and effective advocate for aging issues in our State as well as on the national level.  She began her career in the State of Florida where she worked for the Dade County Welfare Planning Council.  While there she started the first senior center in public housing in Florida.  She moved to North Carolina in 1960 and in 1967 began a 23 year career as Executive Director of the Durham Coordinating Council for Senior Citizens.  While in this position, she was a leader in the aging provider network in the State as well as on the national scene.  She was a member of the State committee which developed the first adult day care standards.  She started the first senior center in public housing in North Carolina in 1968 and the first adult day care program in the Southeastern part of the United States in 1973.

Ann served for eight years on the Board of Directors of the National Council on Aging (NCOA).  Standards for senior centers were produced during her tenure as chair of NCOA’s National Institute of Senior Centers and she served on the NCOA committee which recommended the creation of the National Institute of Health Promotion.  In 1997 she was the recipient of the prestigious Geneva Mathiasen Award which is given annually to honor an individual for major contributions to NCOA and its programs.  In 1998 she was presented with a Founders Award by the National Institute of Senior Centers.

Ann has served on the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging under four Governors.  She currently served as Chair of the Council – a position she has held since 1997.  She has been a State delegate to three White House Conferences on Aging (1971, 1981, and 1995) where major federal legislation related to older adults has been initiated.  In the 1980’s, she co-authored a textbook for college undergraduates titled Serving Older Adults.

Following her retirement in 1990, Ann has devoted her time and energies to being a full-time unpaid advocate for aging issues.  She has served as President of the N.C. Coalition on Aging, the N.C. Senior Citizens Association, and Friends of the Chapel Hill Senior Center.  For over ten years she has been the Orange County delegate to the Senior Tar Heel Legislature (STHL).  At this time she chairs the STHL’s Long Term Care Committee and sits on the Executive Committee.  Recently, she served on the Master Aging Plan Committee for Orange County.  Currently she is Vice-President of the North Carolina Coalition on Aging, a member of the Design Committee for the Chapel Hill Senior Center, on the Advisory Committee of the Duke Long Term Care Resources Program, a member of the Statewide Advisory Committee for the UNC Institute on Aging, and an active member of the Chapel Hill Kiwanis Club.  She has served or is currently serving on numerous State level advisory committees including those related to home and community care for older adults, health planning, and consumer-directed care.

In 1990 the Division of Aging and Adult Services presented Ann with its first George L. Maddox Award which is given annually to recognize an individual or organization in the State that has excelled in developing and implementing creative programs for older adults.  The Division also named its newly created Institute for Senior Center Management in Ann’s honor in 2001.  Ann was presented with the Order of the Long Leaf Pine for her service to the State in 2000.

