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December 6, 2000 

 
The Honorable James B. Hunt Jr. 
Governor, State of North Carolina 
116 West Jones Street 
Raleigh, NC   27603-8001 
 
Dear Governor Hunt: 
 
The Symposium on Rural Aging was the culmination of the work of the Committee on the Concerns of 
the Rural Elderly created in 1998 by the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging.  The Committee was 
formed in recognition of the fact that nearly half of North Carolina’s seniors live in rural communities 
as do at least four in ten “Baby Boomers”.  In addition, a significant number of the Council members 
live in such communities. 
 
The Committee on the Concerns of the Rural Elderly was actively working before Hurricane Floyd and 
the tragic flooding occurred. The symposium was structured to address issues in a broader statewide 
geographic area than was affected by the flood and an historically longer period of problem 
development.  Despite this basic plan, the problems emerging after the disaster were reflected in the 
presentations and in the recommendations.  It was a timely attention to a population which is 
sometimes left behind as younger people leave rural areas to seek employment when economic 
trends take a downward path. 
 
Attended by over 100 people, this was the third symposium designed to educate Council members 
about important issues affecting the state’s older adults and their caregivers.  Each symposium aimed 
to make recommendations of how best to address these problems through new state programs and 
improved coordination among state agencies. 
 
This publication includes the Council’s recommendations with suggestions for implementation  
as well as details of the material presented by a diverse group of researchers, service providers and 
other advocates for older adults. The acknowledgments and the listing of brief sketches of those 
presenting expresses gratitude to the many who made the event so successful.  The willingness of 
the UNC Institute on Aging to publish these proceedings edited by Dr. Luci  
Bearon is especially appreciated. 
 
You will recall that we submitted to you the recommendations which emerged from this symposium, 
and we feel honored that you immediately transmitted recommendations to appropriate departments.  
We shall follow up to see how we may be of further assistance. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Ann B. Johnson 
Chair      
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Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging 
  
The Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging is authorized by state legislation to carry out the following 
functions and duties: 
 

• To make recommendations to the Governor and the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
aimed at improving human services to the elderly; 

 
• To study ways and means to promote public understanding of the problems of the aging, to 

consider the need for new State programs in the field of aging, and to make recommendations to 
and advise the Governor and Secretary on these matters; 

 
• To advise the Department of Health and Human Services in the preparation of a plan describing 

the quality, extent and scope of services currently provided to elderly persons in North Carolina; 
 

• To study the programs of all State agencies that provide services for elderly persons and to 
advise the Governor and the Secretary of Health and Human Services on the coordination of 
programs to prevent duplication and overlapping of such services; and, 

 
• To advise the Governor and the Secretary of Health and Human Services upon any matter 

referred to the Council by them.    
----- 

  
 

Members of the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging 
April 2000 

                
 
Ann B. Johnson, Chair         John Lucas, Vice Chair               Louise Siler, Secretary 

   
Representatives (County) Designated Representatives 
Eleanor Beasley (Gaston)   (State Government Department) 
Helen Moody Buckner (Chatham)                         Kenneth Wilkins (Administration)   
John T. Denning (Sampson) Elizabeth Jones (Community College System) 
Doris Dick (Yadkin)  William Dudley (Crime Control & Public Safety) 
Robert Edwards (Madison)   Eloise T. Jackson (Cultural Resources) 
Everett M. Flynn (Bladen)   Wesley Alston (Employment Security Commission) 
Reverend Phil Brown (Moore)  Lloyd Inman (Environment & Natural Resources) 
Ann B. Johnson (Orange) Carla Suitt-Obiol (Insurance) 
William D. Lawson III (Gaston) Harold Megredy (Labor) 
Thelma C. Lennon (Wake)   Dr. Luci Bearon (Cooperative Extension) 
Jean Kenny Longley (Haywood) Diane Wall (Public Instruction) 
John H. Lucas (Durham) Jim Blackburn (Teacher’s and State Employee’s 
Emma Jane McDermott (Dare)                                Retirement Systems Division) 
Marion C. Michalove (Rutherford) Dr. Victor W. Marshall (University of North 
Mary M. Murphy (Franklin)      Carolina School of Public Health) 
Louise Siler (New Hanover) Dr. Mary Anne Salmon (University of North 
Quinton Wall (Johnston)                   Carolina School of Social Work) 
Ruth Watkins (Richmond)   Dr. Clare Sanchez (North Carolina Medical 
Bob White (Cumberland)       Society) 
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Figure 1

Disability by Residence
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Income Category by Residence
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Figure 3.  

Income by Race, Sex & Residence 

9.03

9.49

9.86

8.01

8.34

8.52

7.31

7.42

8.3

6.73

6.86

6.9

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

White Male R

White Male ST

White Male LT

White Female R

White Female ST

White Female LT

Af-Am Male R

Af-Am Male ST

Af-Am Male LT

Af-Am Female R

Af-Am Female ST

Af-Am Female LT

Income Category



1NFGT #FWNVU KP 4WTCN 0QTVJ %CTQNKPC

 39 

	������
�&�9�
�������������
����
������������	�
�
���	�
�����
�����


�����������&�#��������
����	����������
��
��
�����	�3�	�
��23��	�
���

���������	��
������
������
��������������
�����
����	���
���
��	�����	�

����
��	���	���������	������
�&�9�����
��������	�	���3�	�
��23��	�
���

������
����
�����������	�����������
�
���	�
�����
�����
����
�����

������������	��	�
����&�#��������
�������	��������
��
��
�	�	���	������
��


���	�������
���������������
�����������
��������������������
����

�	��
�	��6
��
�
����������3�	�
���3��	�
���&�

�

�������
�
�������

������
��������	�����
�������	�������	������	
��
�

��	�
���	������
���
�����������	�������2������
����������������
���&�

1��
�
��������	�

�������

����
���������������
�����	
��
�������

��
�	��
��������
�����
���������	��
�&�3�
����������	�����
����"����

��
������
���	���	�������
�
������������	�������
�������

�����

���
�
����
����
�����
�������������	�
���&�#���	��@�������
�������

�������	���

�	���������	����	�������
�
�������

������
�����������	�

�������������������	�	����	����
����	���
��������
������	���	���
����&�

3���������	������
�
�������

������
���
�����������
�
���	�����	��������


����@VJ��	����(
������,�
�����
��	����
�����
�
����(
������,&�3����

	���	��
���
��������	�@�	���	��
��������
�����
�����
���	�
���

�0�������
&�

Figure 4.  

Education by Residence
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Figure 5.  

Education by Race, Residence & Sex
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Figure 6.  
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Figure 8.  

Literacy by Race, Sex & Residence
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Appendix E.   Selected Internet Resources 
For Aging in Rural North Carolina 

http://www.aoa.dhhs.gov/aoa/stats/profile/default.htm
http://www.aoa.dhhs.gov/aoa/stats/statpage.html
http://www.agingstats.gov/chartbook2000/default.htm
http://www.aoa.dhhs.gov/naic/Notes/ruralaging.html
http://151.121.66.126/epubs/pdf/rdrr90
http://www.hsc.wvu.edu/rural_aging/113328%20COA.pdf
http://222.hsc.wvu.edu/rural_aging/Policy%20Recomendations$2010-3-00.htm
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http://ruraltaskforce.state.nc.us
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ideas/idea_menu.html
http://ssw.unc.edu/cares/boomteas.htm
http://www.dhhs.state.nc.us/aging/demo.htm
http://www.aging.unc.edu
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